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BNO \I)C"'...T' ...... BO.\NI) OF (~O\'FR.'OK..'"

I 'rll~n "'T\~ or \'1 ERIC \

~larch 28. 2006

r1u: Illlm,raolc Ilo\\ard J ..... rongarJ
In,;p,,,'i,:!l,r l;cncrJI
{IS D....panIlK·1ll 'JfStat",

lh:ar :'\Ir. I'mngarJ:

I his is in re,;pon:><: to ~our kiter JatO;"(! februar~ ~7. ~~. regJrdlng tht: Ollicc oflm.pcclOr
lien..·raltOIG) dral! lIls!X"'Cti...n repon tilkd ··Audit of Fmcrgt:nc~ Pr..·paredn....ss Jt th.::
\\ ;I~hington ;"ktropolit:1I1 Facilities oflhe Hroadcastin¥ Board ...!"(iO\cmol"'>:· Rt:pon ~o.

AUO Sf-On-XX. dmed I·cbruar~ 2006.

rhe Broadcasting Board nfGo\ernors (BBG) has re\'iewed the abO\ t: listed UIG repon and
pro\il.ks its comments 10 address Rccommendations I through 5 as noted on the enclosure

We Ihank you lor Ihe opponunit) to respond 10 the repon. If you ha\ e any questions. please f~1

frcc to contact :'\ls. Carol F. Baker. Director. Office of AdminiSlTation. or :'\fr. Slephen S. Smith.
Asso\:inte Director lor ~Ianagememat c:w:n 203-4588.

Kenneth Y Tomlinson
Chainman

I-nclosurt:: A.. St:Hc:d
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LnclusuTc

BBG Responsc 10 lhe OIG Drafl RqlOTl
"Audit of Emergency PreIJ:m:dness utlhe Washington Melropolitan

F:lcilili~'s of Ihe Bro:.lile:lsting Ooard of GO\ ernors"
Report l\umher AUD/SI-Ilfl-XX

Fdlru:1I1 2006

01(; Recummentl:Hion I: OIG rrClIlIlnll'ntls lhalthl' Ilroatln~slingBOll rtl of
(;on'rnors.lntcrnalionlll Brmldcasting Uun·au. Oml'e of Atlministration rr,'i~e lhe
,\laIHmlllfOperations anti Admini;itration, Part IV, Section ·PO, and specifically
include lhf requirements nf Hum~'I:lntl Sl'curit)' Presidential Ilireclh e/HSPD-5.
includinll; the suhmission or a plan 10 lltl0lll :lntl implcmrnt the i\"luion:lllncidenl
Management S)'slrm antlilarlieipate in dlf National Response Plan.

BBG Rcspon\e: llJt.o Broadcasling Brord or (io\cmors [BRCi Il'OOCUn;: \\ ilh Rl'Commendation I
regarding the update of the ~lanu;.lI of Opcmliulls :mtl f\dministr.lIioli (\'IOA). Pan IV. Section
470. The fo,'IOA is being updatl-d as time permits. and will include the n:quircments or Ilomeland
SC{;urity Presidential Directi\"en~SPD-5. including the submission of a plan to ;)dopt and
implemel1llhe Nationillincidem Management System and participate in the National Response
Plan.

DIG Recommendation 2; DIG reromml'ntls that the [lroadcasling Board or
Governors. Intern:nional Broadcasting Bureau immedialdy de\'flop, implfmenl,
and maintain an emngene)' action Illan for the occupants or Ihe S\\ ilzer Building.

BBG Response; To safeguard our personnel. BBG pUI in place an Emergency Action Plan for
our employees and workspace severnl months ilgO. and the employees havl: copies of this plan.
We created our own Command Center for our employees in the Switzer Building. with radios.
emergent} kilS. assigned corridor monitors. and allxiliary lighting.

DIG Recommfndation 3: OIG recommends that thf Ilroadc:lSling Board or
Gonrnors. Inlernational Uroatlcasting Bureau ulldale its emergl'ney action ph," to
includc pertinent elements as aullined in Tilles 29 and -II orthe Code of Federal
Regulations lind General Sen'iees All minislration guidelines for uceupa nl
cmergene:y [ilans.

BOG Rt'~Qon~e: The BBG will update the enwT'ecncy action pl:m to eonfoml to lhe original
template for Occupant Emergency Pl:InS (OEPs). as outlined in Tille 29 and 41 of the Code of
Federal Regulations and GeneT\ll Sen iees AdminiSlration (GSA).
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DIG Recommendation 4: OIG recommends lhat the Broadnsting Board of
Governors, lnlern:uional Bro:adcasling Bureau re\'iew the emergenC)' action plan.
phone t~('s, and the budd}' system with t-.u:h emplo~ ec co\ eret! by the plan ,\ ht'n
Ihe plan is den'lopt'd or when the cmplo~·ee is assi:;ncd initially to a facilil~' and
conduct periodic drills, including shelterin~·in·lllacc. as recluired under federal
guidance.

BBe; Respnnsc: The BI~G eom:urs \\i1h this requin::mrnt \Iilh one I::>icrlltion: lhe reference to
··phone lrees·· is a Continuit} (IfOpcrJlions Plan (COOP) n.::4uircmclJl (nol ()rp). and docs nOI
appl} in Ihis instanct.'. \\ lth n.::l,!aru \I,) the OI;P. it has been disscminalt'll \\idel} and is on the
OOG "C'bsite. When Ihe nl·\\ OEP is compleled. the BBG \\111 ensure all employees an.: familiar
\\ ilh it

Also. thr BBG has condUClt-<t UI least one planned lire drill per ~ear. and \l.e conducted our lirst
Shdterinl,!·ln-Place (SIP) drill earlier this) car. Our plans arc to conduct r\ acualion and SI P
drills quarterly.

Ole: Recommendation 5: OIG recommends that the Bro:lde:lsling Board of
Governors, International Broadcasting Bureau, continue 10 work with the General
Scn'ices Administra.tion to ensure that tbe critical saref)' mechanisms, such as public
address systems. sprinklers, and alarms "ith distinctive signal for either a building
l·"acuation or shelter-in-place. :lre installed and operational. Additionally.
e"acuations signage should be posttd 10 assist occupants during an e\'aeuation when
eorridon :.Ire filled with smoke.

BBG Re~Qonse: The BBG suggeSlS modifying the wording in this recommend[)lion to reflect
lhe GSA's . mlher than the B8G's authority to ensure lhe installation and operation of critical
salety mechanisms. and the ongoing. positive communications between lhe BBG and the GSA
regarding Ihose mechanisms. As discussed in the Emergenc)' Preparedness c;.. il conference,
BBG suggests that thr reconmlcndation address the need for cOOlinuing those communications,
and nol imply that BBG has the authorit) or IhC' responsibility to "ensure" thC' desired rC'Sult. We
therefore suggest that the wording of the recommendation be' modified to rt.'eommend that the'
8BG/IDB continue 10 communicate \\ith the General SC'r\ icC's Administration re~arding GSA's
installation and maintC'n.1nce ofcrilical safety mechanisms. such as public address systems. and
alarms wilh a distincti\ e signal for either a building e\ acualion or shelter-in-place. Sprinkler and
voice systems are now being installed wilhin the Cohen Building under a GSA COlUmet.

In llddilion. regarding the wording in Ihis recommendation. the BBG suggests removing the
requiremenl to post exil signage. as il is not our responsibility to do so. Even so. exit signage
Ihat has been installed within the building. meets current building slandards for fire stairwell and
exit signage.
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The BBU Ilould like to point out that comrary to the comment in Table 3 of the OIG report, the
Switzer Building lire alarm system (which remains the responsibility of GSA) did not fail during
the observed drill, As was explain~-d to the auditors at the timc. a GSA technician inadvcrtemly
shut off the alarms in that portion of the building when initiating the drill. The system was
subsequent!} dlf..'Cked and another fire drill W35 sucttSsfully accomplished two \\eeks later.

Although the Switler Building docs not hnve 11 public nddrcss systl'm, this is being installed as <l

part of GSA's r,"novation projecl IlOW underway, Evacuation routes are marked within the
Switzer Building. per the 'alional Fire Code (~FC). \\ilh the appropriately installed EXIT
signagl:. lIlcluding emc:r~ency pllwer backup. Smoke detectors an: instalkd and \\orking within
the clc\'alors and olhcr strtlh:g.il,; places within the S\\itzeT Building. The rCI\O\ation projl.-ct
undcrl\~IY includes lhe installation of smoke detection systems as \\ell as sprinklers throughout
the enlire building.




